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The Eight Parts of Speech – Quick Reference

1. noun:  A noun is a word that names something. There are names for a person, animal, place, 
    object, idea, action, quality, measure, or substance.  A noun functions as the subject, object of 
    the preposition, predicate noun, or direct object.


a. common noun (table, dog, pencil, telephone…)


b. proper noun (Bernardsville, Carl, Mt. Hood, Lake Placid…)

2.  verb: The verb is the part of speech that makes a statement about the subject of the sentence. 
     A verb is a word that expresses state of being or action. State of being verbs are also called linking.

a. linking/ state of being ( am, is, are, was, were, appear, feel, smell, become….)


b. action (run, skip, jump, calculate, add, subtract …)


c. helping/ auxiliary verbs (am walking, is walking, are walking, was walking…)

Note: Sometimes a verb word will function as a helping verb, and sometimes the very same word will stand alone and function as a state of being/ linking verb.

3.  pronoun:  A pronoun is a word used in place of a noun. It functions as the subject, object of 
     the preposition, or direct object. Pro means for. Pronoun is a word that stands in for a noun. 
     Here is a list of pronouns with which you must become familiar:

a. interrogative because they are used to ask a question (which, what, who, whom, 
whose)

b. demonstrative because they demonstrate (this, that, these, those)

c. personal (I, me, you, he, him, she, her, it, we, us, they, them)

d. indefinite because it does not refer to a definite person (everybody, everyone, no one, one, nobody, each, either, anybody, anyone, neither, someone, somebody, both, few, several, many, some, all, most, any … )

e. possessive because they show possession (mine, my, your, yours, his, hers, its, our, ours, their, theirs)

f. reflexive  (myself, yourself, yourselves, himself, herself, itself, ourselves, themselves)

4. preposition: A preposition shows the relationship that exists between certain words in a 
    sentence. The word preposition comes from two Latin words which mean placed before. A 
    preposition is a word that is placed before a noun or pronoun and shows the relationship 
    between that noun or pronoun and some other word in the sentence. 
    Memorize these: aboard, about, above, across, after, against, along, amid, among, around, as, 
    at, atop, before, behind, below, beneath, beside, between, beyond, but (except), by, down, during, 
    except, for, from, in, into, like, near, of, off, on, over, past, since, through, throughout, to, 
    toward, under, underneath, until, unto, up, upon, with, within, without, in spite of, because of, 
    on account of, according to, instead of, out of (italic = “Yankee Doodle” preps /bold = compound 
    prepositions).

5. adverb: An adverb is a word added to modify or expand the meaning of verbs, adjectives and other 
    adverbs (quickly, quite, just,  slowly, very, really, here, there, NOT…).  They often end with the letters -ly, but 
    not always (ugly, friendly, lovely).  The following are a special type of adverb called an interrogative adverb 
    because they are used to ask questions: where, when, how, why.  And these are examples of phrasal adverbs: last 
    night, every day, next week, etc. 

Adverbs answer these questions about verbs, adjectives and other adverbs.

a. How? In what manner?

b. When?

c. Where?

d. To what extent or degree?

6.  adjective: An adjective is a word which adds new ideas to nouns and pronouns (red, fat, 
     stinky…).  The words a, an, and the are adjectives although in grammar they are called 
     articles. The is a definite article, and the words a and an are indefinite articles.  When we say, 
     the book on the table, we are referring to a particular book on a particular table.  When we 
     say, I have a book, no particular book is indicated.  


Adjectives answer these questions about nouns and pronouns.


a. Which one?


b. What kind?


c. How many?


d. What color?


e. Whose? (possessive adjectives – his, her, their, our, your…)

7.  conjunction: a word that serves to join words or groups of words. [con = with and junct = join]

a. coordinating (for (?), and, nor, but, or, yet, so …) [co = equal and ordinate = rank or order]

b. correlative (neither … nor, not only…but also…, either…or, etc.)

c. subordinating (*after, although, *as, as if, because, *before, if, *since, so that, than,
                unless, even though, *until, when, where, while, that, though, whenever, wherever, 
                whether, as long as, as though, in order that, provided, *till, whatever, for (*words that may 
                be prepositions or conjunctions)  [sub= not as good as and ordinate = rank or order]
8.  interjection:  a word that expresses strong feeling or sudden emotion (alas, hey, oh, pshaw…) [inter = between 
     and ject = throw]
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Four Sentence Types (function)

1.  declarative( My friend is a nurse. (makes a statement)

2.  interrogative(  Have you entered the contest? (asks a question)

3.  imperative ( Clear the road at once! (command)  Please shut the door. (request)

4.  exclamatory ( What a tragedy this is! (strong feeling or sudden emotion)

The Four Sentence Types (structure)

1. simple ( Roald Dahl's The BFG is a wonderful book. [Defined: a sentence with one 
    independent clause.]

2. compound ( Roald Dahl’s The BFG is a wonderful book, and it has delighted readers for 
    many years. [Defined: a sentence composed of two or more independent clauses joined together with a comma 
    and coordinating conjunction or just a semicolon.]

3. complex ( Because Roald Dahl is one of my favorite authors, I introduced his novels to my 
    own children. [Defined: a sentence that contains one independent clause and at least one 
    subordinate clause.]


4. compound complex ( Because Roald Dahl is one of my favorite authors, I introduced his 
    novels to my own children, and they enjoyed his work, too. [Defined: a sentence that contains 
    two or more independent clauses and at least one dependent clause.]
    

